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ROMANCE

Far From. Being Merely an Adept at|

Figures, He Often Gets Close to
the Core of Human Nature

IGURES and imagination may
seem  strange bedfellows, but
they must be inseparable com-
panions of & public accountant
i he is Lo suc ‘esd In his profession.
He must not only be an adept in all
gystems and methods of accounting,

pbut when he diecovers an error, es-
peciebiw one that Indicates dichonesty,
we must have imagination enough to
make & mental picture of the occasion
which caused it; must reconstruct the
er'me, and in most cases fasten |t
upon the culprit,

To make his books balance he must
ales many times devota his experlence
and ability to running down the
wrongdeer and getting back at least
a portion of the money that has dis-
appeared.

“A certified publle account,” said
one of these gentiemen of figures and
imagination, when the cigars had fol-
lowed the coffes at the club table,
“helps by every means in his power
wo recover what has been taken. This
sometimes leads him into pecullar sit-
pattons, One time, I remember, to
‘deltver the woods,' as we cal] it, if I

“'Your son's a thief! He has con-
fessed that he stole $18,000 from me.
You go and put a mcrtgage on your
house and pay me the money or I'll
send him to jail.’

“Poor old father! He brought the
money in in a few days and the son
was not prosecuted.

“Not all cases are as easy as this,
and often a defaulter, although almost
literally eaught In the act, will hold
out for houra hefore confessing, That
means the third degres, and many ac-
countants are as expert in giving (it
as the most proficlent police official

IN THE WORK OF THE PU

had been splitting with the treasurer, | stoutly that the old man belleved him.
The latter kept seventy-five per cent. | I didn't.

| of the stealines,

i “Wa brought the cashier in next
day, ostenslbly to help me with a bal-
ance that wos troublesompe. He was
| surprised when ho saw ths president.

the secretary, the company’s attorney,

in my office. He was dressed (n the
| helght of fashion and as cool as a
iphunk of |ce,
| 1 mwear that T Know nothing about
LH.‘ he voclferated. ‘I don't have to
ateal. My salary and my dividends
| from my stock In the company are
| enough for me.

“I pricked up my ears at that, be-
caume If ha held stock {n the company
it might mean salvage After two
honrs of grilling he =ald ha would
talk no more without his lawyer. We
I' illed him immediately. The attorney

the bookkeeper and my stenographer |

“‘Bring him over to my office to-
morrow,’ I sald, ‘and we'll put him
through the third degres.'

“The father and the elder son—the
younger was In Europe—brought him
in next day about 11 o'clock. I ham-
mered at him until 3 before he broke
and confessed. Then came the shock.
He ®ald he worked with the younger
#on. He would steal $100, say, hand
it to thae young man and get back any-
where from §5 to $25, but never more,

That broks the old man up, natu-
rally; but not so the elder son.
‘1 knew 1t,' he exclaimed. ‘I knew

he could never live the way he doea
on his income. He has robbed us
both and ha has got to go to jail’

‘“The father wanted to lst it all go,
hut the son was insistent. The old
man asked to ses me privatsly,

“"We can't do anything about this’

saw and belleving every man gullty
until he is proved innocent,

“Hers I8 another cass where I had
to do something more than simply
examine accounts,” continuad the last
speaker. “A big concern called me
in to close thes books and open them
agalin,

® “That s all wa want you to do,' the
head of the plant told me. ‘You'll find
them all straight. Our cashler is one
of tha hast and moat sfficient of men.
In fact, he {s so good that we are mak-
ing him general manager, and it s
only falr to start hls successor with a
new set of booka. You fix them up'

*Well, wa found the hooks most dis-
orderly. Many entries that should
have been made 413 not appear at all.
The cashier sald ha had been too busy
to attend to them. “Come back in four
days,’ he sald, ‘and they will be ready

for thievery every time, reversing the ! ments on checks and sending them to

a country bank where he kept an ac-

count. ‘Tha last check he had used
two days before, for $3.600. It was
his getaway money. The head, a

sturdy man, cred like a baby when 1
gave him the evidence. Then I got
busy with mome detective work., 1
tracedq the defaulter to New Haven
and then to Boston, whera he joined a
woman, although he was a married
man. He took her to Portland, Me,
whers, his monsy giving out or {n fear
of capture, he blew out his brains,
“Lacking the man, I undertook to
recover tha money. DBanks are re-
sponsihle for Indorsements, you know.

the Heart Stri

him when ha was hungry and tired,
which is alwayvs a good time to break
a man. About 7 o'clock we had him
In.

I never saw a culprit mora satis-

fled that he couldn't ba caught; and
really, his work with the books was

unu=ually gkilful. I hammered at him
as brutally a= T eould, but it was three
hours hefora he broke down and con-

We saw the president of the country
bank and lald the whole thing before
him. After consulting his board of
directors he gave us a cashier’'s chack
on his bank for the full amount, and
I was able to balance the books. But

“SCHOOL'

S OUT™

Drawn by Rodney Thomson

fexsed that he had been padding the

|[.,-1y1-..|[ and forging indorsementa on

checks. The publisher had tears in
his eyes when he asked:

“I'va always treated you well
haven't 1?7 How much did you steal
and what did you do this thing to
me for?'

“Then eame the story. The lad had
hecome engaged a vear or so after
taking his position and had told his
girl he was geiting mora money than

4i not commit actual burglary I came |
g0 close to it that the dividing line |

was extremely faint,

*1 was calied In by a lawyer who
has many recelverships from the
United States courts, He thought he
nad found Jakey, a clerk about 18

old, In a slight error. Jakey
made out the dividend checks, It did
pot take me long to find out that the
lad had contracted the habit of draw-
ing some of those checka to the order
of & saloon keeper and others to him-
self. Both kinds were cashed by the
mloon keeper. Jakey had got away
with about §7,000, I laid the facts be-
fore the receiver,

«q wander what he does with It
mid the latter, as soon as he recov-
ered his breath, ‘He certainly does
not dress well, and I never saw any
fndication of dssipation about him.'

*‘Buppose we take a run over to his
home on Forsyth street,’
and see what we can find out.'

“It was about 10 o'clock at night
then. In Forsyth street we climbed
up four or five flights of dark and
&irty stairs to a three room apart-

ment. Nohody answered our knock,
p0o we walked right Into the living
room. Half a dozen children, fully

dressed, were asleep on mattresses on
the floor, and they dld not wake up
when we came in, Neither there nor
in the dirty kitchen d!d we dlscover
any evidence that Jakey had been
mending money In his home, but in
the front room there was a handsome
plano and a safe. 1 stepped over the
children and tried the door of the safe.
cked.

said the lawyer, ‘this looks
mighty llke burglary to me. Sup-
pose wa should be caught. There'd
be the mischief to pay.'

“So, to give us some kind of a legal
sanding 1 woke the oldest child, a girl
t 12, and sent her to find her

Soon the mother, fat, greasy
came in. Jakey and the

mother,
and dirty,
father wera out, she sald 1 noticed

at
damond earrings,
Jakey gave her.

when we sold them.
tought the plano, since he was doing
pretty well with the ‘partnership’ he
had at the office. The woman denled,
with wallings, that there was any
more jewelry in the house, but in an
od teapot in a closet
damond :ings, and beside It

which she sald
They brought $800

three

bank bhooks showing substantial bal- |

ances. 1 made her open the safe, but
it held nothing of value,

*“How about the piano? T asked the
lawyer, ‘Going to leave that behind?

*Lord’ he sald. ‘Do you suppose
wa can get it out at this time of
night”

“I volunteered to reman while he
tried ta get a mover, and stayed there
unt!l he returned with one. There,
about midnight, tackle waa rigged and
the plano lowered to the street. I
have an (dea that Jakey and his father
showed up :n the meantime, but were
warned away.® The lawyer realized
gbout $6,000 from bank books, jeweiry
and plann, * Tha Federal courts ar-
rested Jakey and he went to the El-
mira Reformatory.”

*Don't vou have any sympathy for
the poor fellows who go wrong?' 1
sked
“Sometimes’ answered another of
the group. “but it s usually mis-
paced JTust remember that the thief
a8 g hich nld time until he is caught,
and after that others suffer quite as
muck as he does, Here's a case where
& father suffered and the dishonest
on got off scot free:

b | called in

-

I was to examines the
books of a stock broker., The cashler
1n he unable at times to add

in error. Sometimes his ad-
11 be 850 or $100 short and
nes as muech long, depending
n ch way a balance could be
sacted from the cash drawer. I
reported to the broker, a flery Irish-
vaa &0 certain of the
Fonesty that for a moment I
ght he would assault me,
ha® been with us for

I repiled, |

she wore a magnificent pair of

Jakey had also |

1 found several

|

i
1

eolumn of figures without |

man
fit ire ' he shouted, ‘and I truut‘
him as 1 trust myself, All that you |
aecountants |onk for s trouble, and
! it rare how vou make it' i

“‘all rlgnt' 1 said, ‘but just look

he | avd him, The errors were
e frequent for even him to belleve
t acre honssm. e called In the
“r and Lawled him out unmerci-
! 1 atenipg that If he did not
te & much ha had taken he would
f im and then send him to
" .s The fellow weakened and
« much dld You take? roared
Mo eadiop
- 1't tell offhand,’ the cashier
s ey

tut T have a slip in my
"-}" w.'h everything on it

e had It showed that he
ke $14 000

"Ymu 1010 me that your father had
E“'" Pl off the mortgage on his
Bous vaed  the broker, ‘T'll
f8Ce S omoover here in A minute and
be w W to make good.!

Tow cusrier protested that he had
ROl wiven his father a cent of his
Mol os byt the broker called him
“Y teonnone just the same. 1 feit
Borry ©or thie old man when he entered.
Ha wiy

A steady going fellow, work-
‘B for 4 good salary, saving it and
Pulting |t into a home, The broker
Ereeted him with this blast:

—
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VAT IRV T P E S

| to steal,

he was, =0 that she should think better
of him. Then to keep up tha enter-
tailnment she expected he had begun
After they were married, al-

CHINA'S AWAKENING AND
FUTURE AS A REPUBLIC

Ny PROF, JEREMIAH W. JENKS,
| IMrector of the Dividton of Pablie
Affairs, New York Univerrsity,
and of the Far Eastern Bureau.
[ IFTEEN years ago those Ameri-
F cans or Europeans most con-

versant with conditions in

China would have smiled at
ths notion of China a republic. That
was the Boxer year. From the brief,

It {8 worth the time and effort, be-
cause when the thlef tells us how he
played the game the work on the
hooks is simplified. Besides we
often force the thief to return a part
of his stealings.”

Can

] examined a set of books a short
time ago,” volunteered another of the
party, “which, according to the pres
dent of the corporation, were ‘in good
shape, but ought to be gone overs
simply as a matter of record' [Here
was another instance of a
cr's {nabllity to add correctly. He hail
a habit of missing fire on his payroll
and the books showed g loss this way
of $20,000. I knew the bookkespar
could not do all this without collusion
the treasurer, who &slgned all

bookkeep- |

advised the cashler to leave the of-

{i'n,
“(Go if you want to,' sald the presi-
lent, *but you will go In custody of a
policerman,’

“Then he weakened and confesaed

ind #ald he would turn ever his com

pany gtock to make good. He did, and

it made up for almost the lass™
“Cine of my most pitiful expart-

ences” =sald another accountant, "'wna
when 1 caught & son stealing from a

keeper. Hesides our firm hos been do- | ‘If he says the accounts are all right
(ing something that we don't dare to| except for a few entries, they are.'

have found out. It would ruin us, “I tried to ahow him that four days |
We have been giving rebates, which, | would give the cashlar all the oppor-

fond fether:; although my sympathy
was  much moditled befon 1 got
Ythrough Tha old man and hie two

ns were nssociated together in man-
ifacturing., One son was a steady go
g fellomy, but the ather was a high
liver. As usual, when T was ealled in

with i nobady theught thers wis anvthing
the checks, 1 suggested to the presi- the mamer with the bBooks It was
dent that we get the bookkeepor over long, theurh, before [ discovered
to my office apd glve him the third 0 payrolls, forged check in-
degree,  After some dificulty 1 con esements and a whola Jot of other
vinced him 1t was best to da so. He o repancios that totalled a loss of
brought the man over next dayv. The gz 000

hookkeeper was a  &tolld  German
neither well dressed nor
looking, and 1 made up my mind that
he was getting very little of his pec-
ulations,

“1 questioned him from noon to §

Drosnerous

nlso the cash-

“The bookkeeper wi
(&%
Money dismppearsd from everywhere,
even from the petty cash, It

ek nyg
N, aadiia €RO DA

‘l appensd to be lving ahout,

of thieves,

wins
a case of grab any lacse chanee that | themese

I suppose, are in the nature of bribes, tunity for falsifying that any man
Many of our customers are wealthy | oould desire, but he lnughed at me. T
menn and when thelr factors Lring | cume back 1% Mour davs at 9 in the
work to us, which sometimes runs Into | morning, This ‘-.'.,__“:ur wasn't there
many thousands for a single job, we| wiputter et us confirm the acconnts
g've them honerariums which gome- | 4. condng statements to everyhom
times wmount to as much as $1.000.1 1", cogted, Heavens! I thousht he |
I'm afraid the bookkeeper Kknows| oo 0 throw me out of the office
about it and if we prosecute hin It|  weppat man has been with us for|
will all come out.! reven years,' he snorted, *and [ trusli
“Away went my sympathy for the |, hicq niy right arm. All you have |
old man. He was crooked himself. Wo ' 5 505 01 ee those hooks and open
kol the bhookkeeper to glgn an aM- them again, Don't try to make trouble
davit that he had been stealing and “'l_”““.‘ h!-rlt‘. We don't want any
that he knew nething uabout any | .. hing fer what {sn't there!'
wrongdoing by the concern. That let :.u.!l;‘n the cashier 4! not show up
him eut and he quit his dob. The 'y, 10 cinek T persuaded the head to
| younger son, however, remalns in the 00000 around and try to ind him,
business and s still a Broadway g, g0t find the cashler, but he did
| chaser and soclety man. 1 saw his ;

|

|
he sald when we were alona. ‘T can't
send my son to prison and I'm afra!d | 1
I'l have to if wa prosecute the hook-

wife's name mnmonk those at a soclety

affalr only the othar day."
Accountants  always chuckle

to
| lves when they are brought in | and have your own way,'
We ao- | to examine books that, according te

for you.'
me, and I told the head so
“‘You Jo as he aays,” ha Mrectad

| where he was.
*1 give up,’ ha told me.

find out that he had not been At his
"homa for two days and nobody knew

‘Go ahead

“I'o put §* briefly, 1 found that the

o'clock. Finally he confessed that he |cused the cashier, Dut e denled It col the concern, are wll rght, They loeok jcashier had been forging indorse-

bright flarh of hopa which sigmalled
| the reform movement of two years
| before, the pendulum had swung hack
and reaction, antipathy and antagon-
:i-m to the “forelen devil” (fan kuel)
characterized the conduet of most of
the leading officials.

The foreigner, and particularly the
American, #til]l had friends, mond
friends, strong friends, heroie friends
‘n China.
growing body of patrintle, progressive

| other centres In the south whera the
ideag of the West seemed to have se-
cured a real, permanent grip; the gal-
lant Chinege Christians who gave their
Hves the falth that was
n them.

There was the feariess, candid, sin-
ela minded, generous hearted viceroy
nf Nankin (L!u K'un-¥1); there was
the viceroy of Shantung, who now sits,
the uncrowned tha peodle
helmsman of New China, ‘n the For-
bidden City of the Manchus at Pekin,

willingly for

leader of

of the Boxer mennce, what a chan

That seemed rather crude 1 am assured that {f the cashier had

not killed himself and could have been
brought back the faith of the head of
the firm was such that he would stil
have made the thief genernl manager.'

As the whole world knows, the usual
reason why trusted employees steal s
their love for a fast life, but at lenst
one young man went wrong from a
desire to cxalt himself before: his
| lancee and afterward to malntain
his false Importance with his wife

-

| One of the group tod this story:

“1 was sent for to go over the books
'of a large publishing coneern, merely
the publisher thought it
would be well to have them examlined,
They were In charge of a young man
who was a favorite with his employver
His pay was good, and he could gt A
loan from hig employer whenever he
necded it, the latter told me afterward
He had been flve years with the house

“Before long the assistang T had put
on the work found payroll errors, and
I told the publisher. He couldn’t be-
leve it. 'Go ahead with your examl-
nation,' he said  *You will ind things
all right in the end.’

“Hut they wera not all right, and 1
{ndyced the publisher to let me talk
with the oung man.

because

There was® for instance, the |

scholams In Canton and several of the

BLIC ACCOUNTANT

Sometimes He Must Play the Detec-
tive, and Experiences That Touch

ngs Are Many

though he had his pay Increased, he
still Jled to her about it, and so was
forced to continue his chicanery., He
was afrald to confess to her even then
for fear of losing her respect. The
publisher's kindness turned to bitter-
neas and he wanted to have the young
man arrested,

“iQiippose we can get the money
back? 1 suggested, ‘That would be
better than Imprisoning him. He has
gome wenlthy relatlves and perhaps
they will help him out.'

“1 told the man to go*home and tell
his wife and then to bring her down
to my office next morning. She was a
butterfly. All the time she was In
my officea ahe kept patting her halr,
primping and powdering her nose, 1
do not think ghe reallzed the gravity
of the offence, nor her part In It
Finally he agreed to t=7 to borrow the
money and pay it back. In a few days
he brouvght the cash to my offica,

eigned a confession and went, I felt
sorry for that fellow.”

r hammedan rebhelllon, a Chiness mon-
archist movement, uprisings by south-
ern republicans or incursions by
northern briganda (encouraged for
politieal purposes by Manchu princes
at one moment or another posseasing
the ear of the throne) the last cen-
tury of the Taching dynasty wis one
of discord and divisions—-in large part
undoubtedly due to pressure, some-
times unwisely and selflshly exerted
from without

Binca the ahdleation of the infant
Emperor, Hsuan Tung, all this Is
| changed. The necessity for unity and
| progress having been made evident,
every element in China's huge popula
tion of 400000000 people has become
mbued with the national spirit, and so

we find Manchus like Prince P'u Lun
(who but for an accident and the
growth of the republican movement
| might have been to-day Emperor of
China) and even the wild Golok
tribeemen of Kansuh just as keenly
interested in and as loval to the re-

publican ideal as reform leaders like
r. Sun Yat-sen

AMr. Kang Yu-wel, the Cantonese
scholar who Instigated the famous re-

form decree of the
Hsu, and In conscquence

Emperor Kwang
had to flee

for his lifs in 15808, llves quietly In
Pekin, the friend and ccunsellor of
& ‘s republican Presider RKang's
rincipal lleutenant and lnw exlia
for many years, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, |s
one of the mos: trusted and mos<t use-
ful Cabinet Ministers of the Chiness
tepublie. The poets and the scholars
the scientiste, the merchants, the
people of China have put their ghoul-
ders to the wheel to show the world

that the republic has come
| During the critical days

to stay.

f February
Yuan Shih-k'al. And it s true that,and March., when Japan and China
! the official records have disclosed that were treadine difficult and dangerous
at heart the oid s Dowager, 1 ground, China's telegraph
= wWires re welght-d down by irning
Tzu Hs!, was well enough disposed tow- i 1 -
mi iges pledeing from all parts f
ird foreigners, largely because of the .y, republ wnd fr Chinese ahroad
influence of Yuan's blood brother and the patriotism of the pe With.n
her own faithful servitor and friend & Week 2500 such messiges were re-
from the stirring days of the flight to Celved. some of these coming from
Jehol (n 1860, Jung Lu towns so remote from the cap
Hut these historic personages and tnl that up to a few years ago thes
thesa friendly fealings toward the ever had little or no inter Irse At &
intruding “barbarian” did not repre- Wwith the central Government; others
sent the attitude of officlal China. It the & nre Irom Amierlca, Singapore
dle to deny thae the neral atti- and other castern ports where
tude In 1800 was an forelgn, reac- nege dwell, Mr, Sa P hun Can-
tionary, seciusive that I'rince Tuan ese mililonaire, offered | entire
ind Kang Y 1 gecretary, posscssions (conslderably more than
were the men of the r the §2.0 Woin « . v) to aid
very name “foreigner, nat Many
was anathema Chinese national ‘ T
Even Prince Chl well meaning T 1 h
Pough irresojute friends of the f the 4l i f
‘flets of s while in- and eriminal
wardly he ‘he ife of Western wa)
cvery pro-foreign, fair minded. Impar- The people han ’ velled peform
tinl offlrial was in danger In June W tha eolvi! service v that efficlency
fust before the crisis, Kang Yi's and honesty may be encoaraeed
rother-ini-law, the veteran official Tha propla havs reform
nd former imperial tutor, Ching 8han, of the finances sn that economy sha
rote in his dlary: e rea exaction « terated 'hina
“Ry common repnrt Yuan 8hth-k'al sed 1914 wird all neerned forelgn
hae now hecome a ¢onvert to Chris- ablleations patd 1o the last plee
tanity: if he too were to suppressa the For the firs: v »
movement n Shantung Jdeath t*hina has sueces { v negotiated
so'f could expiate his guilt 1 mestle loan A nid , now
That was just fifteen yvearm ago. helng ralsed, and '+ - rred
Yuan, w! had already risked his ag wae the first, b v of
fe to vie the Manchn throne, now China's financial and |r trial "
ked it again to e t! frna
ind the Christian, He sent Education ‘s heing foatired 'n every
sage to John Hay which brought ety town and villnea Q < Ar
troops to Pekin ang rineing un all oa ha .
prisoned in the THE r ' ™
Fifteen vear Chrlet'an ia regarded ne ¢ 1 1Y "
n time in the his pattern of progress In China Tt
4 the merest (ract| v President has entrusted two of }
history of the world t favorite nieces to educat'an bE as
fifteen vears, from the end of which American Protestant missionary es
we now look back upon tha dark dayvs ahllshment

s Giraft ta belne banlshed from (™inng

has coma over China for China and Cambling {8 belng suppressed s
for the world! (*hira.

Those who know China best, far Oplum-——the deadly curse tarust upon
from being impatient at obstacies Chira by gordid, solf nearsighted
which occasionally retard progress, fore'gn fores a t & banned abso-
marvel at her wonderful capacity to lutely by thae Chiness themselvep
change her ldeas, 1o change her wavs, China, the republic, prs nta auch a
to adjust herself with a celerity rarely contrast to the China of Nfteen Years
\f ever equalled, much less excelled, agn that thosa of us who were pap-

China, by some regarded as an ex-  sonally acoualrted  wir} condissonms
ample of acute conservatism, {8 as & "“under the Manchu night” ean hardly
matter of fact the world's most con=- aceustom  ourses|yy this change,
apicuous lustration of rapid progress much  lesa  vision ta  sienificance
along prudent For China to- Thosa who knew not old Chira, the
day is & republic. And her republi- China of Tz2u Hsl and the Roxers, sea
canism s real only the slips, the mistakes, inevitable,

I do not pretend that China 18 yeat & | and  after all Insier ant, tha ob.
cor self-govorning democracy stacles which mark China's perosent
) 0 No Chinese would make path Into the sunlght of self-govern-

\ srtion, No American familinr | ing democracy
with roecent events and present condl- I' next fi'een venras must witnass

1 in China advocates completa a tremendous transformation in e

| ar control of Government affairs | Orlent And tha world must prepare
unttl the way has heen properly pre itee!lf for A new China as potent for
pared, The way I8 now baing pre- | good in werld politics as the old China
pared \Was impotant in @amaes:|c as in forelgn
| A distir gulahed American authority ' politles It will ¥® worth whila
(on B ernment I'r lent Frank | to continue cultivating the friendship
Goodnow of Johns Hopkins Univer- of ¢ A.

sity, helped to write (*hina’s new con-|  Just befora ha left New York to

stitution, Serlous, deliberate, prudent

afforts are now being made to apply
law 80 that China may, | vil

the cireumstances will
take her place among the most
self-governing Common-

thiglorganie
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